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spindles. You can buy the Tempest AL 
as a frameset, which would allow you 
to fit one of your favourites.

The frame has two pairs of bottle 
bosses, fittings (and clearance) for 
front and rear mudguards, and for a 
front rack. There are no upper mounts 
for a rear rack. While you could fit a 
seatpost clamp with integral eyelets 
to overcome this, I’d prefer to have 
seen a full set of rack mounts. The fork 
is internally routed for hub dynamo 
wiring, which is an added bonus for 
fast touring, long audaxes and more.

Bombtrack says the maximum 
tyre clearance is 35mm. I’d happily 
go a above that, especially at the 
front, and I reckon that up to 40mm 
might fit at the rear. The rims are wide 
enough for tyres that wide.

Components
The 10−speed setup is a combination 
of Shimano GRX and Tiagra, with 
GRX levers and hydraulic disc 

Bombtrack pitches its Tempest AL 
as an all-road bike for long days 
in the saddle, fast commutes and 
weekend escapes. I think the German 
company’s marketing team has got it 
just about right.
 It’s at the racier end for a bike with 
touring and gravel ambitions. The 
geometry isn’t that stretched out, but 
this is a machine that covers a lot of 
bases – and it does so well.

Frame and fork
It’s a great-looking, two-tone 
frameset (‘desert rust’, apparently) 
that pairs a chunky-ish aluminium 
frame with a full-carbon fork. All the 
familiar features are there: large down 
tube, flattish top tube and dropped, 
slimline seatstays.

More unusual is the T47 bottom 
bracket shell, a large-diameter, 
threaded standard that will 
accommodate bottom brackets with 
a wide range of different diameter 

 Bombtrack Tempest AL  
A good-looking all-road bike that’s ready for 
a variety of cycling adventures. Simon Withers 
put it through its paces

Top left: 
A smart 
frameset 
with decent 
clearances 
and 
fittings for 
equipment
Top right: 
The 11−34 
cassette 
gives a low 
bottom gear  
by road-bike 
standards

brakes accompanied by a Tiagra 
compact chainset and front and rear 
derailleurs. It all works very well.

The 27in bottom gear is low enough 
for gravel, credit-card touring and 
all my local hills, some of which are 
pretty steep. You’d need lower gears 
for loaded touring, of course. On my 
former commute, 16 miles each way, 
largely along the Bristol-Bath bike 
path, the Bombtrack was an absolute 
treat. The drivetrain is virtually silent 
when you’re pedalling; when you’re 
freewheeling you’re accompanied 
by the sound of buzzing insects, 
thankfully not chainsaw loud.

The 30mm Schwalbe One TLE 
(tubeless easy) tyres are a good call, 
rolling efficiently and smoothly on 
tarmac. They also cope with the sort 
of light gravel and towpaths on which 
I do much of my riding; the Sustrans 
Two Tunnels route and Kennet and 
Avon Canal towpath are both within 
a few miles. It’s good to see that 
both the rims and tyres are tubeless 
ready, making it easier and cheaper to 
dispense with tubes if you choose to 
go down that route. 

But even running tubes, the tyres, 
which plump up to 32mm on these 
rims, contribute to a comfortable 
ride. A 32mm width is my go-to for 
day-to-day riding, offering enough 
air volume for comfort but without 
being overly weighty.

Ride
Super smooth, super silent and 
pretty lively (but that’s enough about 


