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From 
the editor

If this were the December issue 
only, we might have had some 
robins and tinsel on the cover. But 
it’s the December/January issue, 
so we’re instead looking ahead to a 
ride you might do next year: Royal 
Chilterns Way, Cycling UK’s latest 
long-distance route.

It’s traditional, when Christmas 
trees have shed their needles 
and the winter gloom of January 
starts to seep into your bones, to 
think wistfully about the holiday 
(holidays?) you might have when 
the warmer weather arrives. I’m 
hoping for a week on Andalusian 
mountain roads with club mates, 
then several days (on-brand alert!) 
bikepacking Traws Eryri later on.

How far any of us will need to 
rein in our 2026 holiday aspirations 
remains to be seen; this issue will be 
landing on doormats shortly after 
the UK Autumn Budget. The good 
news is that great cycling trips 
don’t have to break the bank. When 
you’re cycling abroad, day-to-
day expenses might be limited to 
lunchtime snacks and espressos, 
then a glass or two of wine with 
dinner. In the UK you can trim the fat 
even further.

Back in the February/March 
issue (cyclinguk.org/touring-
under-£100), Rob Ainsley wrote 
about the week’s cycling holiday 
he enjoyed on a budget of £100. 
This issue he’s exploring low-
cost, alternative accommodation 
options for those who don’t fancy 
bivvying under a hedge – hostels, 
bunkhouses and more. You could 
go cheaper still, eliminating the 
overnight costs by using your own 
home for a week of day rides that 
you haven’t done before.

Whatever your plans for 2026, 
I hope they involve getting away 
from it all by bike. You deserve it.

DAN JOYCE
Editor
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