Welcome

One less car. That bike frame sticker is
grammatically incorrect but otherwise
dead right if it’s stuck on a utility bike.
Even more so if it's an e-cargo bike. Every
electric cargo bike you see is — I'm sorry,
| can’t keep writing this; it makes the
editor in me itch — one car fewer.

Whatever you think of other kinds
of e-bikes and how they're used (and
sceptics: | am with you when it comes to
electric mountain bikes ridden by able-
bodied adults in the prime of their lives
— couldn't they try, y’know, pedalling a
bit harder?), there is nothing to not like
about e-cargo bikes. They carry children,
groceries and car-boot-sized loads with
a tiny fraction of a car’s carbon emissions
and other associated problems — and
with multiple times the fun.

It's possible to make such journeys
without electric assistance. My own
‘family car’, years ago, was a Thorn
Me'n’U2 double-childback triplet towing
either a trailer or a trailer cycle. That was
fun, too. But it was also hard work on
anything other than relatively flat roads.
If e-cargo bikes had existed when my
sons were small, | would've had one in a
heartbeat, at least for the utility journeys.

These days, with children long since
grown up, a solo bike with a rack or
trailer will suffice for most things | need
to move around. Sometimes it's been
challenging. A filing cabinet | couldn’t
pick up by myself. The box of tiles that
weighed 35kg. That sideboard. There
will come a time when | can't manage
those kinds of loads by leg power alone.

The good news is that e-cargo bikes
will be even better by then!

Do

DAN JOYCE
Editor
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