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Greater transport choice & connectivity for all

Our current transport systemin Wales is unfair and fails to provide affordable,
attractive orrealistic alternatives to driving a car. This forces many peoplein
Wales into costly car ownership. We need an overhaul to make it safer, cheaper
and easier to choose travel by bike, foot and public transport, and to combine
modes of transport into a whole journey.

Cycling UK’s manifesto ask
The next Welsh Government should deliver:

« Arenewed commitment to increase the proportion of journeys made by
walking, wheeling, cycling and public transport, backed by measurable
targets andregularreporting.

« Betterintegration of active travel and public transport, including secure
bike parking at stations, bike carriage on trains and rural buses, and
joined-up route planning that reflects the needs of everyday users.

Context

Liwybr Newydd includes a key target for 45% of journeys to be made by public
transport, walking and cycling by 2040. More consistent delivery and political
commitment are needed to turn this ambitioninto reality, and in particular clarity
isneeded on how it will be delivered by new regional bodies.

Welsh Government’s delivery plan makes it clear that it is working with councils
and Transport for Wales to join up cycling and public transport to make whole
journeys easier. More actions need to be outlined e.g. forbetter cycle parking at
stations and ensuring councils work together to create joined up cycle networks
across the nation.

Evidence and Impact
o Choosingbetter: The building blocks for transport choice already exist -
walking, wheeling and cycling are widely recognised as viable modes for
everyday travel, notjust recreation. Governments and public health
bodies in Wales have long endorsed active travel as key to healthy,
sustainable mobility.

o Sociallnclusion & Equity: A transport system offering real alternatives to
cars provides mobility to people who cannot afford ordo not own cars -
unlocking access tojobs, education, services, and social opportunities.



https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2021-03/llwybr-newydd-wales-transport-strategy-2021-full-strategy_0.pdf
https://phw.nhs.wales/careers/healthy-travel/
https://phw.nhs.wales/careers/healthy-travel/
https://www.cambridgeahead.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/rapid-evidence-review-the-benefits-of-improvements-in-public-and-active-transport-infrastructure-to-quality-of-life.pdf
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e Increasing connections: Whenwellimplemented - with good
connections, affordable pricing, and easy access - multimodal systems
make it easier for people to reach their destinations efficiently. Transport
hubs significantly improve connectivity and accessibility.

o Improved health and environment: Reducingreliance on cars helps lower
air pollution and improves urban quality of life.

o Cyclerouteswork: InWales, when safe, well-connected cycling routes are
built, they attract cyclists. This demonstrates that investmentsin
dedicated infrastructure - safe lanes, secure parking, integrated routes -
are essential to shift travel behaviour at scale.

Conclusion

The case for providing greater transport choice through active travel and public
transport, and for betterintegration of modesis strong, both on health and
environmental grounds, and it makes social and economic sense. Investingin
coherent, nationwide active-travel and public-transport networksis not a “nice
to have”, itis afoundation for a fair, healthy, sustainable and inclusive transport
system.


https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/16/9/3557
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/16/9/3557
https://www.interregeurope.eu/find-policy-solutions/stories/multimodal-mobility-hubs-for-sustainable-transport
https://www.interregeurope.eu/find-policy-solutions/stories/multimodal-mobility-hubs-for-sustainable-transport
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S2214140521000943
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S2214140521000943
https://issuu.com/ctc_cyclists/docs/getting_there_with_cycling_stage_3_single_pages

