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Greater transport choice & connectivity for all 
Our current transport system in Scotland is unfair and fails to provide affordable, 
attractive or realistic alternatives to driving a car. This forces many people in 
Scotland into costly car ownership.  We need an overhaul to make it safer, 
cheaper and easier to choose travel by bike, foot and public transport, and to 
combine modes of transport into a whole journey.   

Cycling UK’s manifesto ask 
The next Scottish Government should deliver: 

• A delivery plan for transport choice and congestion reduction to be 
published by the end of 2026. 

• Better integration of active travel and public transport, including secure 
bike parking at bus and train stations, more pedal cycle spaces on trains 
and rural buses, and joined-up route planning that reflects the needs of 
everyday users. 

• Local cycle network plans brought together into a Scotland-wide 
network map which shows the public our existing cycleable routes and 
those being planned. Also crucial to identify gaps in the network and 
guide funding to where it's needed. 

Context 
The Scottish Government says it remains ‘wholeheartedly committed to 
reducing our reliance on cars in a fair way’, however, it has not yet published a 
new ‘route map’ to making this a reality – including how it will provide better 
transport choice and make multi-modal journeys easier for people.  
 
The Scottish Government has long committed to integrated ticketing for 
Scotland – although travellers are still waiting for this innovation. However, 
integration of transport involves so much more than this, for example, creating 
better cycle parking at stations and ensuring councils work together to create 
joined up cycle networks across the nation.  
 
In its Cycling Framework for Active Travel the Scottish Government committed 
to ensuring ‘coherence and consistency in the planning and delivery of cycling 
networks across the country’ and creating a network blueprint for Scotland. This 
blueprint is yet to be delivered.  
 
 
 

https://www.transport.gov.scot/publication/achieving-car-use-reduction-in-scotland-a-renewed-policy-statement/
https://www.transport.gov.scot/media/53417/cycling-framework-for-active-travel-a-plan-for-everyday-cycling.pdf


 
Evidence and Impact 

• Choosing better: The building blocks for transport choice  already exist - 
walking, wheeling and cycling are widely recognised as viable modes for 
everyday travel, not just recreation. Governments and public-health 
bodies in Scotland have long endorsed active travel as key to healthy, 
sustainable mobility.  

• Social Inclusion & Equity: A transport system offering real alternatives to 
cars provides mobility to people who cannot afford or do not own cars - 
unlocking access to jobs, education, services, and social opportunities.  

• Increasing connections: When well implemented - with good 
connections, affordable pricing, and easy access - multimodal systems 
make it easier for people to reach their destinations efficiently. Transport 
hubs significantly improve connectivity and accessibility. 

• Improved health and environment: Reducing dependence on cars helps 
lower air pollution and improves urban quality of life.  

• Cycle routes work: In Scotland, when safe, well-connected cycling routes 
are built, cycling rates increase significantly. For example, usage surged 
on recently completed routes such as the “West-to-East Link” in 
Edinburgh. This demonstrates that investments in dedicated 
infrastructure - safe lanes, secure parking, integrated routes - are 
essential to shift travel behaviour at scale. 

Conclusion 
The case for providing greater transport choice through active travel and public 
transport, and for better integration of modes is strong, both on health and 
environmental grounds — and it makes social and economic sense. Investing in 
coherent, nationwide active-travel and public-transport networks is not a “nice 
to have”, it is a foundation for a fair, healthy, sustainable and inclusive transport 
system. 

 

 

https://www.cyclingscot.co.uk/blog/the-role-of-cycling-in-achieving-scotlands-sustainable-development-goals
https://www.cambridgeahead.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/rapid-evidence-review-the-benefits-of-improvements-in-public-and-active-transport-infrastructure-to-quality-of-life.pdf
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/16/9/3557
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/16/9/3557
https://www.interregeurope.eu/find-policy-solutions/stories/multimodal-mobility-hubs-for-sustainable-transport
https://www.interregeurope.eu/find-policy-solutions/stories/multimodal-mobility-hubs-for-sustainable-transport
https://www.publichealthscotland.scot/our-blog/2024/september/embracing-active-travel-a-triple-win-for-health-climate-and-equity/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://cycling.scot/news/why-cycling-is-soaring-in-scotland

