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With the lockdown easing, our 
horizons are expanding. No longer 
must bike rides be solo affairs: we 
can ride with friends for fun. Social 
cycling is back. Longer weekend 
rides are again on the agenda. And 
many of us will be starting to look 
further ahead than that – mulling 
over cycling holidays to come.
	 As I write in early July, there’s talk 
of ‘air bridges’ between countries 
in Europe. How airlines will manage 
social distancing in the cramped 
confines of a 737 remains to be 
seen. Also up in the air, as it were, is 
whether there will be changes in the 
public’s attitude toward flying. 
	 For one thing, there’s the 
perception of risk. Who hasn’t at one 
time caught a mere cold on the flight 
home? Then there’s the question of 
whether we want to fly as much. The 
new normal has been “not jetting off 
anywhere”. For some, that might stick. 
	 But if we choose not to fly with 
our bikes, how practical are the 
alternatives? Everyone knows it’s 
possible to get to the Mediterranean 
by train, ferry, and/or cycling. But is it 
a realistic prospect or an expensive 
exercise in frustration tolerance? 
	 There’s a sense in some quarters 
that 2020 hit the reset button – that 
things might be different now. For 
local travel, we can all hope that 
cycling has a bigger role to play; 
see page 48. For trips further afield, 
perhaps we’ve passed peak plane 
travel? Read the article on page 40 
and see what you think.
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