WITH APOLOGIES to Douglas
Adams, trains are big. Really big.
It's easy to forget how vastly,
hugely, mind-bogglingly big they
are. | mean, you may think the boot
of your car is pretty roomy, but
that’s just peanuts to a train.

The notion that you can slot only
two bikes inside a train is like P&O
pulling up the car ramp after a
couple of drivers have rumbled
aboard, then demanding that any
additional drivers wanting to travel
invest in a folding car with little
wheels that doesn’t drive as well.

I’'m not knocking folding bikes
(maybe a bit); | own a 16-year-old
Brompton that’s supremely useful.
But sometimes a folding bike isn’t
what you want or need. I've been
on trains with a touring bike, a road
bike, a town bike, a mountain bike,
a time trial bike, an electric bike, a
cargo bike, even a triplet.
Sometimes it was fine. Sometimes
it was needlessly stressful. (What
if | missed the connection? What if
all the spaces were taken? What if
the train was replaced by a bus?)

On the face of it, free
reservations for bikes on trains
sounds great. Not needing to
reserve at all? Even better! Yet it's
a system that only works when
small numbers of cyclists use it,
and it’s sufficiently awkward that
only a small number do. Catch 22.

Better to pay a small fee for
guaranteed bike carriage and for
‘roll-up, roll-off’ access, with no
folding/disassembly required.
Eurostar’s new policy is a case in
point: two unboxed bikes can travel
per train. It’s a modest but critical
step forward. We're getting there.

o

DAN JOYCE
Cycle editor

Contents

EVERY ISSUE
04 BIG PICTURE
Bike Week 2017 is coming soon
07 FROM THE CHIEF
EXECUTIVE
Paul Tuohy explains what'’s in store
08 CYCLE SHORTS
Halfords gets on board with Cycling
UK, Sue Booth of the Chester
Fabulous Ladies, Ed Pratt’s world-
tour unicycle, progress on close
passes, and more
20 SHOP WINDOW
Interesting products coming soon
22 GEAR
Components, accessories and
books reviewed
31 LETTERS
Your feedback on Cycle and cycling
59 Q&A
Your technical, health and legal
questions answered
81 TRAVELLERS’ TALES
Cycling UK members’ ride reports
82 CTC CYCLING

HOLIDAYS
Let us take you there

Tel: 01952 585585

Other providers may charge more.

THIS

JUNE/JULY 2017 | CYCLE

k=]
L
Q
=)
-
o
o
>
)
38
[a)
.x_’
[%)
f=4
>
N
°
s
9
S
o
2
S
T
£
2
&
8
£
S
=
o
2
2
5]
o°
o

Membership

Get five years’
membership
for the price of

238301
ISSUE

34 A RETURN TO PARIS
400 miles and 25 years through

France

40 BACK ON THE RAILS
Trying out Eurostar’s new cycle
carriage facilities in the wake of

Cycling UK’s successful campaign

SUMMERTIME BEGINS
Kicking off our Challenge Rides with
the Stevenage Start of Summertime

54 THE FIRST BICYCLE
This year is the 200th anniversary of
the birth of the bicycle

64 ROAD BIKES WITH
ELECTRONIC SHIFTERS
Trek Domane SLR7 and Specialized
Tarmac Expert eTAP on test

70 RIDGEBACK RAMBLE
£1,000 gravel bike reviewed

73 CYCLING JEANS
Comfortable denim for urban cycling

ON THE COVER
Cycling UK’s Sam Jones
in Paris, by Huw Poraj-
Wilczynski

Cycling UK, Parklands, Railton Road, Guildford, GU2 9JX E: cycling@cyclinguk.org W: cyclinguk.org
T: 0844 736 8450" or 01483 238300
Cycle promotes the work of Cycling UK. Cycle’s circulation is approx. 51,000. Cycling UK is one of the UK’s largest cycling
membership organisations, with 67,000 members and affiliates Patron: Her Majesty the Queen President: Jon Snow Chief
Executive: Paul Tuohy. Cyclists’ Touring Club, a Company Limited by Guarantee, registered in England No 25185, registered

as a charity in England and Wales Charity No 1147607 and in Scotland No SC042541. Registered office: Parklands, Railton
Road, Guildford, GU2 9JX. CYCLE MAGAZINE: Editor: Dan Joyce e: cyclinguk@jppublishing.co.uk Designers: Simon Goddard,
Katrina Ravn Advertising: Anna Vassallo tel: 0203 859 7100 e: annav@jppublishing.co.uk Creative Director: James Houston
Publisher: James Pembroke. Cycle is published six times per year on behalf of Cycling UK by James Pembroke Publishing, 90
Walcot Street, Bath, BA1 5BG. Tel: 01225 337777. Cycle is copyright Cycling UK, James Pembroke Publishing and individual
contributors. Reproduction in whole or in part without permission from Cycling UK and James Pembroke Publishing is forbidden.
Views expressed in the magazine are those of the individual contributors and do not necessarily reflect those of the editor

or the policies of Cycling UK. Advertising bookings are subject to availabili
Publishing, and final approval by Cycling UK. Printed by: Precision Colour Printing, Haldane, Halesfield 1, Telford, TF7 4QQ.

the terms and conditions of James Pembroke

*0844 numbers are ‘basic rate’, costing under 5p/min plus your phone company’s access charge on a BT landline.

four. Phone 01483




