Following arrows at a trail centre is a
fine way to get a two-hour adrenaline
buzz, especially in the off-season when
rain can make matural’ trails boggily
unrideable. But in summer, when puffy
white clouds sail in blue skies over
fields of wheat, when woodland is
darkly overgrown and green, and the
trails are dry - or dry enough - it's the
ideal time to seek out new rides.

Pick a base in another part of the
country; we've got some suggestions
on page 24. Or just see what you can
find in your own backyard by exploring
bridleways and tracks that you've never
got around to riding. If not now, when?

I found myself on a new trail not 10
miles from home, when my local club
was hosting some family fun rides
this summer. (As a qualified CTC Trail
Leader - see page 40 — I was assisting.)
It was refreshing to be shown a new
stretch of local singletrack. It felt like a
secret trail

[ hadn't previously marked it on my
OS Explorer, which is scribbled on, dog-
eared, and slightly tom. (Note to self: put
the map trap on the mountain bike) Il
highlight it now. The mountain biking
world is dripping with shiny accessories
but the best new things are those you
can't buy: new places to ride.

.

Dan Joyce
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cycycleclists' ig rg:ngail%iz.me of CTC - the UK's national Features

The magazine promotes the work of CTC and the CTC

Regulars

Charitable Trust (Registered Charity No. 1104324). Formed re

in 1878, CTC is Lh(;OUOPSS Iargesg oycling n;felmbers_lrjip Cover featu 4 h
organisation witl X members and affiliates, To join i

CTC, turn to page 88 and contact the Membership Dept. 24 summer SIngletraCK O CTC s op

CTC, Parklands, Railton Road, Guildford, GU2 9JX Great places to ride off-road this weekend 06 News
Tel: 0844 736 8450 Fax: 0844 736 8454

Email: cycling@ctorg.uk
sl e 33 September sun 12 Events news
e LI Touring on the ltalian island of Elba 16 Your letters
Chiet Exocatives Kov Mayne " : . 20 CTC & m

(= H Vin
CTC (Cyclists' Touring Club) isya company limited by 37 ngdom Of MerCIa e
guarantee registered in England No. 25185 Beautiful handbuilt bikes from Derby 22 Cycling' planet
Cycle Magazine - .
e Bt 40 Take the lead 30 Holiday guide
g;iﬂ:’;nge[“omggc’]ﬁggz ol 0907 657 1820 How to become a CTC Trail Leader — and why 58 Cycling answers
email: ctc@tenalps.c_om . . Y 2 Gear x .e
Putisher: e bombeke " 44 Delivering the goods eviews
&?iﬁ%g%ﬁg%@%ﬁg ?’%aw;‘%gtegi%gg‘ch Why Royal Mail is wrong about cycle dispatch 80 CTC member benefits

 Tel: 37777 Cycle is copyright CTC, . ’

Smempuci e st 48 Happiness on wheels o4 What's on
OIe aneldamnes Fenb o Rl [pitl i, Ve Snapshots from CTC's Cycle Champions projects — JERSIOR @203 viVe T3 ata [l TS

expressed in the magazine are those of the individual

contributors and do not necessarily reflect those of the

editor or the policies of CTC. Advertising bookings are 52 Gear selection 88 CTC contacts
subject to availability, the terms and conditions of Ten o

Alps PLC and final approval by CTC, Printed by St Ives What to wear for different forms of cycling 90 Travellers’ Tales

(Plymouth) Ltd, Eastem Wood Road, Plympton, Plymouth, PL7
5ET. Tel: 01752 349431

Cover picture: Mountain bikers on The Long Mynd in 62 Off-road alternatives
Shropshire, by Seb Rogers £800 mountain bikes from Kona, Fisher and KHS

91 CTC Cycling Holidays




