Comments on Highway Code consultation document.

	Name/Organisation
	CTC – the national cyclists’ organisation

	Email address
	adam.coffman@ctc.org.uk


	Rule / page no
	Suggested change
	Reason

	Introduction / 4
	Replace paragraph 4 as follows:

“All road users have a duty of care to others on the roads, and particularly to the most vulnerable road users.  Those in charge of larger motor vehicles (e.g. HGVs and 4x4’s) have a special duty towards those using smaller vehicles, all motorists have a special duty to pedestrians and cyclists, cyclists also have a special duty to pedestrians, and all road users need to look out particularly for the young, for older people and those with disabilities.  Just one mistake could result in you being responsible for killing or maiming a fellow human being. About 350,000 people are reported injured and about 3,000 people are killed on Britain’s roads every year. Many of these would not occur if everybody obeyed the Highway Code at all times: we all have a responsibility to obey these rules.”
	To emphasise the particular potential lethality of motorised modes of transport towards all other road users. This is the basis of attitudes towards road safety which account for the well being of all road users.

To emphasise the critical difference between hurting or killing oneself and hurting or killing others, and the duty of care which road users have for one another’s safety.

To remind those most likely to hurt or kill others of the ease with which they may do so.

	11 / 7:

One-way streets
	Add: “… and two-way use by cycles is sometimes permitted on streets where motor vehicles can only travel in one direction.”
	Cycle contraflows are allowed without marked lanes.

	25 / 11:

Puffin, toucan and equestrian crossings
	Insert the following sentence:

“Some toucan crossings have separately marked crossings for pedestrians and cyclists – at these crossings, keep to the correct side”.
	Alerts users to the possibility of segregated crossings at toucans.

	56 / 17:

Clothing for cyclists
	Change “”You should wear…” to “It is advisable to wear…”
	Whilst much of this advice is sensible (although see the following comment regarding helmets), care must be taken not to open the way for unwarranted “contributory negligence” claims against cyclists (or indeed pedestrians) for not wearing light or reflective clothing.  Drivers have an obligation to ensure that they can see cyclists (and indeed pedestrians) regardless of what they are wearing. 

	56 / 17:

Cycle helmets
	Move the first bullet-point to the end of the list, and reword as follows:

“* Consider wearing a cycle helmet. Remember that cycle helmets are not designed to give protection in collisions with motor vehicles, and can be dangerous if fitted incorrectly.”
	The wording must not provide grounds for insurers to make unwarranted “contributory negligence” claims against cyclists on the grounds of not wearing a helmet.  It is also misleading to place helmet-wearing as the first recommendation on cycle safety, given that there has never been any evidence of a link between helmet wearing-rates and cyclists’ safety – indeed four recent peer-reviewed research papers have documented the apparent lack of any such link.  One of the many possible explanations may be due to some cyclists (especially teenagers) riding less cautiously when helmeted.  If so, the more one overstates whatever benefits helmets may have, the greater the risk that cyclists will undermine those benefits. Measures which prevent collisions occurring in the first place are more important than those which aim (with doubtful effectiveness) to mitigate their effects in the event of a collision.  

	57 / 18:

Cycle lights
	Reword the final sentence as follows:

“Flashing lights are permitted by it is recommended that cyclists riding in areas without street lighting use a steady front lamp.
	There is no harm in having a flashing front lamp (as suggested by the Rule as currently worded), however it would be sensible to recommend that cyclists use flashing lights in addition to (rather than instead of) a steady lamp.

	New Rule before Rule 58 / 18:

Road positioning for cyclists
	Insert before Rule 58:

“When you are able to keep up with traffic or where it would be unsafe for you to be overtaken, you should normally ride in the middle of the left-hand traffic lane.  In faster traffic and where there is space for you to be overtaken safely, you should ride to the left of other traffic but never closer than 0.75m to the road edge or another vehicle.”
	This wording encourages cyclists to use road positioning to maximise their safety, in accordance with recognised good practice advice (e.g. in the Stationary Office publication ‘Cyclecraft’).

	58 / 18: cycle facilities
	Renumber as Rule 59 and rewrite as: “Using cycle facilities such as cycle lanes, cycle tracks, advanced stop lines (see Rule 172) and toucan crossings (see Rule 77) may help your journey. However you are not obliged to use them and you will sometimes need to adopt other road positions e.g. to maximise your visibility (see Rule 58).”

Alternatively remove this Rule.
	There is little evidence that cycle facilities generally make cycling safer, and a good deal of evidence that some cycle facilities (especially off-carriageway facilities) are counter-productive to cyclists’ safety.  The London Cycling Design Standards (published by Transport for London) notes that: “TfL impact research suggests that schemes will be unsuccessful and unused if there is a loss of priority over side roads.”
The proposed wording of this rule conflicts with the advice taught as part of the National Standard for Cycle Training, namely that cyclists should maximise their safety by riding where they are most easily seen by other road users, keeping close to the moving traffic lane and not necessarily the kerb.  The wording is very likely to leave cyclists open to unwarranted “contributory negligence” claims, prosecutions (e.g. for “obstructing the highway” or “inconsiderate riding”) or simple aggression from drivers who feel that a cyclist riding out on the carriageway (in accordance with good practice advice) should “get out of their way”.  CTC has had numerous reports of incidents where drivers have tried using their vehicles to barge cyclists off the road where there was a cycle track alongside.
The duplication of “advance stop lines” and “cycle boxes” is unnecessary as they are the same thing.

	59 / 18:

Cycle tracks
	Renumber as Rule 60 and add:

“Take particular care near road junctions, looking to all sides and behind, as you may have difficulty seeing other road users who might cross your path without noticing you.”
	Cyclists using cycle tracks need to be particularly vigilant at these junctions.

	60 / 18:

Cycle lanes
	Delete this rule. 
	The benefits of using cycle lanes and covered in our proposed re-drafting of the Rule currently numbered as Rule 58. However, best practice advice does not always recommend their use, not least because  many cycle lanes in the UK are sub-standard – sometimes dangerously so – and sometimes it will be inappropriate to use even a well-designed cycle lane, depending on the manoeuvre being made or the traffic conditions at the time.  Advice to keep within cycle lanes may lead cyclists open to contributory negligence claims or prosecutions (e.g. for obstructing the highway or inconsiderate riding).

	63 / 19:

Keeping hands on handlebars
	Reword the 1st bullet point as follows:
“* keep both hands on the handlebars except when signalling, braking, changing gear or when looking behind”.
	It is recommended good practice to take one hand off the handlebar when looking behind, as this enables you to turn your head further.

	63 / 19:

Cycling single file
	Third bullet point, reword as follows: “Whether riding alone or in a group, you should allow other drivers to overtake so long as it is safe for them to do so.”
	There are circumstances when riding single-file is advisable, however at other times riding as a pack is beneficial for cyclists’ safety.  For instance, groups often ride as a pack on narrow lanes for their own safety, to deter drivers from overtaking dangerously.  The police have advised horse riders to ride two abreast where it is in their interests to restrict the actions of others. This advice is appropriate for cyclists too.  We feel it is simpler to spell out a general rule about not unjustifiably preventing drivers from overtaking, rather than stipulating the number of cyclists who can ride alongside one another – any such rule is bound to be inappropriate in some situations.

	63 / 19:

Cycle bells / audible warnings


	Final bullet point, change clause about giving audible warnings to other road users to read:

“* Be considerate of other roads users. Pedestrians, especially those who are blind or partially sighted, can be frightened by the silent approach of a cycle. Let them know you are there when necessary, by ringing a bell or calling out. If you do a lot of your cycling on paths shared with pedestrians, it is recommended that a bell should be fitted.”
	As currently drafted, the rule implies that it is an appropriate general warning device. Most bells are inaudible except in quiet surroundings and motor vehicle occupants can rarely hear a cyclist's bell. Calling to a pedestrian can sometimes be better received than ringing a bell, and may be safer where a cyclist needs to brake quickly. 

	63 / 19:

Cycle training
	Add a new bullet point:

“* Make sure you feel confident of your ability to ride safely on the road.  If in doubt, consider taking some cycle training to the National Standard.” If possible please add  “For more information see www.ctc.org.uk/cycletraining”
	Cycle training to the National Standard is very effective in improving cyclists’ confidence and safety. CTC, the national cyclists’ organisation has Government funding for a helpline to put potential trainees in touch with National Standard accredited trainers.

	64 / 19:

Moving off
	First bullet-point, reword as follows:

“* Make sure you are safe when setting off, and that drivers know you are about to do so.  It is best to start off from a position where you can be seen.  Indicate clearly if any other road users are present to let them know what you are doing.  If nobody else is present, it may be safer to keep both hands on the handlebars to control the bike when setting off.”
	This advice is more closely in line with recommended good practice.

	64 / 19
Hazards for cyclists
	2nd bullet-point, reword as follows:

“* Look well ahead for obstructions in the road (such as parked cars) or hazards such as potholes, drains or manhole covers which could cause you to clip or loose balance.  Take particular care in wet weather when such hazards may be hidden under water.  If you need to change course into traffic, make sure that it is safe to do so and manoeuvre in good time.”
	These extra words will give encourage new cyclists to avoid items such as manhole covers, as well as alerting cyclists to the risk of hazards being hidden under water in rainy conditions.

	64 / 19

Overtaking slow or stationary traffic
	Add a further bullet point (or perhaps add an extra Rule), as follows:

“* Take extra care when overtaking stationary or slow-moving traffic.  You should normally overtake on the right, where you can more easily see and be seen.  Watch out for pedestrians crossing the road who may be hidden from you in front of large vehicles such as buses or lorries.  Look out for drivers on the other side of the road turning right across your path – you may be unable to see one another through the queue of traffic alongside you.  At the approach to junctions, watch out for lorries turning left across you – they may start to pull out to the right before swinging into the left.  Do not be tempted into this danger zone.”
	Alerts cyclists to some of the particular hazards which can occur when overtaking slow-moving or stationary traffic.

	67 / 19:

Parking cycles
	Amend this rule to say:

“When parking your cycle:

* Try to find a conspicuous location where it can be seen by passers-by;

* Use cycle stands or other cycle parking facilities where practicable;

* Do not leave your cycle where it will cause an obstruction or hazard to other road users;

* secure it well so that it will not fall or be knocked over, and become an obstruction or hazard.”
	Additional advice on parking cyclists, covering security issues as well as possible obstruction or hazards which parked cycles can pose.

	New rule before 69 / 20: waiting at junctions
	Insert new Rule as follows:

“If you have to stop or give way at a junction and there are no motor vehicles waiting alongside you when you arrive, it is best to wait in the middle of the left hand lane, to ensure that other vehicles arriving after you (especially lorries) come to a halt behind you, rather than beside you.

“However, if you do not feel confident about doing this, and prefer to wait adjacent to the road edge, you should take particular care if a lorry or other large vehicle then pulls up alongside you.  If this happens, it may be best to stand aside and let it move off first, so you have time to see if it is going to turn.  Watch out for any guard-railing on the pavement beside you, and make sure that you cannot get trapped if a vehicle alongside does in fact start to turn left across your path.”
	The advice in “Cyclecraft” and the National Standard for cycle training is for cyclists to pull up at junctions in the middle of the left hand lane, when they are the first vehicle to pull up at the stop line.  This ensures that motor vehicles arriving subsequently will wait behind (not alongside) them, thereby reducing the risk of a collision if the motor vehicle then starts to turn left (this is a particularly serious risk where HGVs are concerned).  Not all cyclists will feel confident about doing this however, hence the alternative option suggested.

	70 / 20:

Road junctions on the left
	Add “heavy lorries or other…” before …long vehicles”.
	To draw particular attention to the disproportionate risk of cyclist collisions (especially fatal collisions) resulting from being hit by left-turning HGVs.

	73 / 20 and 74 / 20: Round-abouts
	Rule 74 should be deleted, and Rule 73 amended as follows:
“Roundabouts can be hazardous and should be approached with care.  Full details of the correct procedure at roundabouts are set out in Rules 178-184.  If you feel unsafe following this procedure at a roundabout, you should dismount and walk your cycle via the route for pedestrians.  Do not cycle around the left hand edge of a roundabout, as this will expose you to the greatest danger.”
	It is bad advice to suggest that cyclists keep to the left on a roundabout. This places them into the very places when risk of being hit is greatest and where other drivers are the least likely to see them. If cyclists are unable to follow the normal rules, they should simply be advised to find an alternative (pedestrian) route.



	79 / 21: Level crossings and tram tracks
	Delete the heading “Level crossings” and replace as follows:

“Level crossings and tram tracks. These can be slippery. Always cross as near to a right angle as possible, and never at less than 30 degrees.”
	Although tram tracks are also mentioned at Rule 299, this is not in the cycling section, hence it is worth repeating the advice.  

	109 / 30

Lighting
	Add extra bullet-point:

“watch out for pedestrians, cyclists and horse-riders and dip your lights if you see them in the same way that you would for a driver.  They are just as easily dazzled”
	Drivers rarely realise when their headlights are dazzling a cyclist.

	120 / 34:

Stopping distances
	After first sentence, insert the following:

“Only 5% of pedestrian fatalities results from collisions at speeds below 20mph; however, at higher speeds, the chance of fatal or serious injuries increase rapidly, with only 10% of fatalities occurring at speeds above 40mph”.
	A survey by road safety charity Brake found that most drivers are unaware of how much difference a few mph makes to a) the chance of avoiding a collision and b) the severity of any collision which does occur.  The point deserves to be emphasised.

	134 / 38:

Cycle lanes
	After “…unavoidable”, add ”(this applies also to cycle lanes with solid white lines outside their hours of operation)”.
	Outside their hours of operation, drivers should treat part-time mandatory lanes as if they were advisory lanes. 

	135 / 38:

Bus lanes
	After 1st sentence, add:

“You MUST not drive a vehicle of a kind not permitted in a bus lane during its hours of operation, except in an emergency.  You should also avoid driving or parking in bus lanes at other times.” 
	This Rule needs to indicate the offences which can be committed in bus lanes, and to advise against using them outside their hours of operation.  Cyclists value the protection provided by bus lanes, and it needs to be clear that their infringement is an offence.

	137 / 39: One-way streets
	Change second sentence to “Two-way travel by buses and/or cycles may sometimes be permitted on streets which other vehicles can only use in one direction.”
	No entry except buses, and contra-flow cycling without a lane, are both permissible. See traffic advisory leaflet 06/98.

	138 / 39:

General driving offences
	Add bullet point:

“* Drive in a manner causing or likely to cause alarm, distress or annoyance”.  Also add “Sect 59 Police Reform Act” to the law cited.
	This offence has been omitted.

	138 / 39

Avoid throwing things from vehicles
	Add wording:

“Do not shout suddenly at cyclists as this can cause them to loose control, with potentially serious consequences”
	We welcome the additional wording about not throwing objects out of windows, and the specific mention of the hazards to cyclists. 

We propose some additional wording about not shouting at cyclists.  Drivers or (more commonly) passengers often shout suddenly at cyclists, presumably thinking this is amusing, whereas it can in fact be extremely dangerous.

	141 / 39:

Considerate driving
	Add a new bullet point:

“* never drive in a manner likely to intimidate other road users, particularly the most vulnerable: pedestrians, cyclists, children, older people and those with disabilities.”
	This would clearly indicate to drivers that they must not drive in a way that would intimidate vulnerable road users.

	142 / 40:

Safe driving needs con-centration
	Add to second bullet point (reading maps): “…or satellite navigation equipment (see also Rule 144).”

	This will help reinforce Rule 144.



	143 / 40:

Mobile phones
	Change order of words to:

“It is unsafe to use any phone while you are driving.  All mobile phones are likely to distract your attention from the road, whether hand-held or hands-free.  Find a safe place to stop first (switching the engine OFF) or allow the call to go to the voicemail facility. You MUST NOT use a hand-held mobile phone, or similar device, when driving or when supervising a learner driver, except to call 999 or 112 in a genuine emergency when it is unsafe or impractical to stop. Never use a handheld microphone when driving.”
	We welcome the proposal to strengthen the Highway Code advice on use of mobiles and other in-car technology.

We have nevertheless suggested a re-ordering of the wording, to highlight the fact that it can be unsafe to use ANY mobile phone.  In addition, the replacement of “use the voicemail…” by “allow the call to go to voicemail…” makes it clear that use of voicemail should not involve the driver’s active intervention.

	145 / 41:

In slow moving traffic
	Add new bullet point;

“Be aware that two-wheeled vehicles may overtake on the inside or outside of stationary or slow-moving traffic. If a passenger wants to get out of a car in slow traffic, they must take care, looking out particularly for cycles and motor cycles.  Drivers are responsible for warning passengers about this.”
	It is normal practice for cyclists to filter on the outside in heavy traffic, and pedestrians have been known to open car doors when vehicles are not actually parked but are only stationary.



	146 /42: Driving in built-up areas
	Add to last clause “… who need to ride well out from parked cars to avoid danger from opening doors.”
	Inform drivers of the reason why cyclists cannot safely allow them to overtake when there appears to be room.

	149 / 43:

Single track roads
	After 3rd sentence (“…on your right.”, insert the following:

“Slow down or, if need be, stop when passing pedestrians, cyclists or horses.”
	Emphasises that non-motorised users also need space when passing motor vehicles on single-track roads.

	151 / 43 and 152 / 43
Vehicles prohibited from roads /pavements
	No change.
	We welcome these additional rules.

	157 / 45:

Overtaking
	Add the following new bullet points:

* “Leave at least 1.5 metres when overtaking a cyclist and more on higher speed roads, in high winds or in adverse weather conditions.  Also leave extra space when overtaking cyclists who are riding close to the kerb, as they are more likely to need to pull out without warning to avoid a hazard (e.g. a pothole or drainage cover).

[n.b. this may require some rewording of the last of the existing bullet-points].
* “Do not overtake a cyclist if you may have to stop or slow down soon afterwards for traffic queuing, traffic control or to park”.

* “Do not overtake a cyclist shortly before a road narrowing or pedestrian island. If in doubt, wait and follow the rider through the feature.”
* “Avoid overtaking a cyclist on a left-hand bend, or just before turning left, if this would involve cutting across their path.”
* Cyclists may move out into the road in advance of a road narrowing or obstruction. This is an indication that they consider it is unsafe for you to pass. Respect their judgment and do not attempt to overtake.”
	One of the biggest hazards cyclists face is being overtaken too close. Drivers need clear guidance on what is and is not acceptable. Road narrowings seldom have enough space for a cyclist and average sized vehicle to both go through at the same time. This guidance would send a clear message to drivers. The last bullet point describes what is good practice for cyclists - motorists should be made aware of this.

	157 /45:

Overtaking
	Change the illustration, so the cyclist is further out from the kerb.
	This image does not illustrate best practice as laid out in the National Standard for cycle training.

	161 /47: Avoiding conflict when overtaking
	Amend second bullet point to:

“* where there is any narrowing of the road (including traffic islands or traffic calming features)”.
	The increasing number of traffic islands and other road narrowings presents a danger to cyclists.  Good cycling technique would recommend that cyclists use the middle of the lane before traffic islands to discourage a motorist overtaking if the cyclist believes it is unsafe for the motorist to do so.  Until the majority of cyclists receive training, it is vital that drivers appreciate the problems presented by traffic islands.  The change extends the scope of the bullet point to include a wider range of road narrowings.

	162 / 47:

Being overtaken
	Change third sentence to:

“Never obstruct drivers who wish to pass – unless you are cycling and you feel it would be unsafe for the driver behind you to do so.”
	This covers cyclists ‘taking the lane’ in the road on the approach to road narrowings, passing parked cars, etc

	164 / 47:

Road junctions
	Add a bullet point:

“* Watch out for cyclists on a cyclepath crossing a road into which you are turning.  They may not see you – especially if you are approaching them from behind or if you are turning right into a side-road where the traffic on the main road is slow or stationary – and they and cannot stop as quickly as pedestrians.”
	Attempt to reduce the danger of cyclepaths at junctions.

	172 / 50:

Advance stop lines
	Insert the following words before the second sentence:

“Advance stop lanes usually have a cycle lane leading into them, and you should avoid blocking this”
	Reminds drivers to leave space to allow cyclists to reach the ASL safely.

	172 / 50: Advance stop lines
	Amend the second sentence to read:

“Motorists, including motorcyclists MUST stop at the first white line reached if the lights are red, and should avoid encroaching on the marked area at other times if the junction ahead is blocked.”
	As currently phrased, these words suggest a weakening of the rule that you must not cross the first white line.  Our proposed amendment makes it clearer that, whilst encroachment is always an offence when the lights are red, drivers should also avoid it at other times.

	176 / 51: Turning left
	After first sentence, insert the following:

“Cyclists and motorcyclists may be particularly endangered if you turn left in front of them without warning.”
	Alerts drivers to the particular problems these groups face when drivers turn left without indicating, or immediately after overtaking.

	177 / 51

Turning left
	After “cycle lane”, add “, off-carriageway cycle path…”
	Alerts drivers to look cyclists both on and off the carriageway.

	178 / 52:

Approach-ing a roundabout
	Amend final bullet to say:

”* be aware of the speed and position of all the traffic around you, including cyclists who may be positioning themselves in the centre of a lane for their own safety”
	As more cyclists become trained or follow good practice on cycling technique, drivers are likely to encounter cyclists in traffic lanes. In free-flowing traffic, the only safe way for a cyclist to approach a roundabout is in the centre of a lane. This change highlights what is likely to happen.

	179 / 52:

Reaching a roundabout
	Insert extra bullet-point after 3rd and 4th bullets:
“Watch out particularly for cyclists. They may be difficult to see, especially if they are riding near the edge of the roundabout.  Cyclists on the roundabout have the same priority as other traffic.  Always give way to them.”
	Drivers must be particularly aware of cyclists at roundabouts. The current advice is not strong enough considering the risks that cyclists can face at these facilities.

	192 / 56:

Signal controlled crossings
	Add “, cyclists, and horse-riders” after “pedestrians”.
	As the added words indicate, the advice in this rule applies to all crossing types, including toucan and equestrian (as well as pelican) crossings.

	193 / 56: toucan, puffin and equestrian
	Add the following words:

“Toucan crossings are described at Rule 77.  Be aware that cyclists can arrive at Toucan crossings much faster than pedestrians, and allow for this when judging whether it is safe to proceed.”
	Ensures that road users know what a toucan crossing is, and hence that some signalled crossings may be used by cycles.  The speed of cyclists is often mis-judged by drivers who can assume they are travelling much slower than they really are.

	198 / 57:

Road users requiring extra care

	Add to the end of this Rule:

“Read the Rules applying to these road users, on pages 5-23.  Remember that pedestrians, cyclists and horse-riders have a right to use the public road.  Treat them with care and consideration at all times.”
	If a motorist is to give extra care to other road users, they should familiarise themselves with the section of the Highway Code which pertains to those road users.
Drivers who display aggression towards cyclists (a common occurrence) will often respond to a cyclists’ protestations with words to the effect that “You don’t belong on the roads” or “Get off the road, you don’t pay road tax”.  This proposed addition is to make it clear that this behaviour is wholly unacceptable.

	201 / 58: Particularly vulnerable pedestrians
	Include a graph showing the relationship between speed and (fatal) injury risk on the back page, and provide a cross-reference to this in Rule 201.
	This is the wrong place for the speed/injury/death comparison. 

For many years, the back page of the Highway Code contained a graph showing stopping distances (it is now on p34).  We urge that the graph showing the relationship between speed and crash outcomes is put in its place.  As noted previously, a survey by road safety charity Brake has found that few people realise how much difference their speed can make to the risk of killing other road users.

	205 / 58:

Motor-cyclists and cyclists
	After the second sentence (“Always look out for them when you are emerging from a junction”), add the following:

“When turning right across a line of slow-moving or stationary traffic, look out carefully for cyclists or motorcyclists on the inside of the traffic you are crossing.”
	This is a situation which commonly gives rise to some of the more serious injuries which cyclists suffer.

	206 / 59:

Motor-cyclists and cyclists
	Amend the 2nd sentence as follows:

“If they look over their shoulder whilst you are following them it could mean that they wish to pull out (e.g. to overtake parked cars or avoid a pothole), to turn right or simply to check the traffic behind them.  Bear in mind that some cyclists find it difficult to look behind, signal and control their steering at the same time.  Give them plenty of room.”
	When cyclists look over their shoulders, their intentions are often mis-understood by other road users.

	206 / 59:

Motor-cyclists and cyclists
	Add the following sentence at the end of this section 
“Cyclists often ride some way out from the kerb for their own safety – this may be either to avoid hitting potholes or being hit by car doors, or to avoid being overtaken where they feel this would be dangerous.  You should respect their judgement and only overtake when there is plenty of space to do so – see Rule 157.”
	Many cases of road rage towards cyclists stems from a car driver mistakenly believing that a cyclist is being deliberately obstructive when they are in fact following recommended good practice.  This explanation is intended to help diffuse this.

	207 / 59

Motor-cyclists and cyclists
	No change.
	We welcome the addition of this rule, alerting drivers to the need to give cyclists room due to unexpected road surface defects.

	212 / 60: Home zones and quiet lanes
	No change.
	We welcome the addition of this rule.

	219 / 61:

Vehicles with flashing amber beacons
	In the second sentence (“On unrestricted dual carriageways…”), add “motor” before “vehicles”.
	The addition of “motor” will mean that this rule does not apply to cyclists or carriages.

	221 / 62:

Wet weather
	Add 3 new bullet points: 
“* Slow down.”

“* Take care not to spray pedestrians or cyclists when passing, by driving too fast through standing water.”

“* Give cyclists extra room as they are at greater risk of sudden falls in wet weather e.g. from potholes hidden underwater or manhole covers which may be slippery.  If they need to pull out to avoid large puddles, give them space to do so.
	This alerts drivers to risks which particularly affect cyclists in wet weather.

	224 / 63:

Icy or snowy weather
	Amend first bullet point to read:
“Drive slowly and with great care, even if the roads have been gritted (do not assume that they have been), as you may still encounter icy patches.”
	Emphasises the point that extra care must always be taken in freezing conditions.

	224 / 63:

Icy or snowy weather
	Third bullet point should read:

“Take care when passing gritting vehicles, particularly if you are riding a cycle or motorcycle.”
	Cyclists face similar problems to motorcyclists when passing gritting vehicles in either direction.



	224 / 63:

Icy or snowy weather
	Add a new bullet point:

“Apply extreme caution if you encounter cyclists in icy conditions, as they may have to ride further out from the road edge and they can suddenly lose control on ice.  Do not drive directly behind them and give them plenty of space.”
	Cyclists are particularly vulnerable in icy conditions.

	227 / 64:

Windy weather
	Amend to :

“Leave an especially large margin when overtaking cyclists in windy conditions.”
	The problem is just as acute for cyclists being overtaken by high-sided vehicles.

	229 / 64:

Driving in fog
	Slow down”.
	This emphasises the need for drivers to adjust their speed to the situation.

	231 / 65:

Hot weather
	Re-title this as “Hot weather and bright sunshine”.

Add new rule after Rule 231:

“Drive slowly and carefully if you are being dazzled by bright sunshine, watch out particularly for pedestrians and cyclists, and make sure you can stop quickly if need be.”
	It is all too easy to fail to see a pedestrian or cyclist when dazzled by bright or low sunshine.

	233 / 66:

Parking
	No change.
	We very much welcome the newly added mention of the need to watch out for cyclists when opening car doors.

	234 / 66

Parking
	Amend 7th bullet point to read:

“* A tram line, bus lane or mandatory cycle lane (one marked with a solid white line) during its hours of operation.
	Adds bus lane infringements to this list of parking offences, and making clear that an offence is committed by parking on a mandatory cycle lane.

	237 / 67:

Do not stop…
	After “wheelchair users” add “…or cyclists joining the carriageway from a cyclepath.”
Add extra bullet point:

“* where you would obstruct cyclists’ use of a cycle lane, cycle track or a gap left for cyclists (e.g. to avoid a traffic calming feature or to pass through a road closure).”
	Drivers should be advised not to obstruct these facilities or their access / egress points.

	268-280 / 74-77:

Breakdowns and collisions
	No change
	We support the use of the word collision

	282 / 78:

Road works
	Add a new bullet point:
“* Cyclists and motorcyclists are vulnerable to skidding on grit, mud or other debris at road works.  This may cause cyclists to ride slowly, often at the very place where the road is narrow.  Do not try to overtake them unless there is plenty of space to do so.”
	Road works can result in both a lengthy narrowing of the carriageways and an increased skid risk for cyclists, causing them to ride slowly.  Drivers need to be patient and understanding of these problems.

	299 / 81

Tramways
	Add the following words to the end of this Rule:
“, and other road users should allow them space to do this.”
	Drivers should be aware that cyclists may need to pull out before or after crossing a tram track.

	Signs / 87:
	Add sign 956, un-segregated pedestrian/cycle shared use.
	A common sign indicating a path which may be used both by cyclists and by pedestrians, but which may not be driven or parked on by motor vehicles..

	Annex 1/98: Choosing/ maintaining your bicycle
	Amend first bullet point to: “… choose the right size and type of cycle for comfort and safety”
	Some types of cycle (e.g. BMX’s and full suspension mountain bikes) are not very suitable for general road riding (particularly for inexperienced cyclists), due to lack of gears, wide tyres and excessive weight.

	Annex 3 / 100: Motor vehicle doc-umentation
	Insurance section. Add ‘motor’ before ‘vehicle’, throughout.
	Pedal cycles are vehicles, but cyclists do not require insurance.

	Annex 3 / 101
	Vehicle excise duty section. Add ‘motor’ before ‘vehicle’, throughout.
	Pedal cycles are vehicles, but no excise duty is payable.

	Annex 3 / 101
	SORN section Add ‘motor’ before the first two ‘vehicle’ in the text.
	As previous entry.
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