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About the Act 

• Passed by Welsh Assembly 2 October 2013 

• Came into force 25 September 2014 

• Supported by Delivery and Design Guidance 

• World’s first? 



Who do duties apply to and when? 

• Welsh Ministers and Local Authorities must, when 

creating, maintaining and improving highways, acquiring 

land etc (so far as practicable) take reasonable steps to 

enhance the provision made for walkers and cyclists 

(various provisions of the Highways Act 1980). 

• And in exercising functions under: 

– Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 (traffic regulations, 

parking etc) 

– New Roads and Street Works Act 1991 (street works) 

– Traffic Management Act 2004 (network management) 

• Cycle proofing! Walk Proofing! 

 



Main requirements of the Act 

• To map existing provision for active travel (the ‘Existing 

Routes map’) and proposed future provision (the 

‘Integrated map’) 

• To deliver year-on-year improvements in active travel 

routes and facilities 

• To make enhancements to routes and facilities for active 

travel in all new road schemes and when carrying out 

other relevant functions (see last slide) 

• To have regard to the statutory Delivery Guidance and 

Design Guidance when carrying out relevant functions 

(ditto) 



What is “Active Travel”? 

• Walking or cycling for everyday journeys: to/from 

workplaces, education, health, leisure or other 

services/facilities 

• “Walking” includes use of wheelchairs (including 

electrically powered), mobility scooters and 

other mobility aids 

• Not recreational walking or cycling 

• Equestrians not included 

• Guideline: most active travel journeys <45mins  



What are ‘active travel facilities’? 

Can include: 

• Ped / ped-priority areas (with/without cycling) 

• Traffic-free paths (ditto) 

• On-road cycle route 

• Traffic-calmed streets 

• 20mph zones / limits 

• Crossings, bridges, underpasses 

• Cycle parking 

• Signing 

• Provision for combined Cycle-PT journeys (non-statutory guidance)  

Must be reasonably safe, comfortable, continuous and direct, 

and facilitate walk/cycle access to services/facilities. 

(N.B. Maps must also show inadequacies e.g. 

roads without pavements, steps, steep gradients, stiles) 



• Areas designated 

by ministers 

• Decision to 

designate built-up 

areas with >2000 

population 

Where does it 

apply? 



Two Guidance Docs 

• Delivery Guidance 

– Process for producing, consulting on, confirming, publishing 

then updating the ‘existing networks’ and ‘integrated’ maps 

• Design Guidance 

– User needs, network planning and design, PT integration, 

related facilities (e.g. cycle parking), creating/improving 

highways, construction/maintenance, monitoring/evaluation 

– Several chapters subdivided into walking and cycling 

– Appendices: A) Design Elements, B) Cycling route audit tool, 

C) Legal procedures 

Both downloadable from http://gov.wales/topics/transport/walking-

cycling/activetravelact/implementation/?lang=en  

http://gov.wales/topics/transport/walking-cycling/activetravelact/implementation/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/topics/transport/walking-cycling/activetravelact/implementation/?lang=en
http://gov.wales/topics/transport/walking-cycling/activetravelact/implementation/?lang=en


Delivery guidance: 

main requirements 

• Prepare/publish ‘Existing networks’ map within 1 year of Act 

coming into force (i.e. 24 Sept 2015) 

• Prepare/publish ‘Integrated map’ within 3 years (i.e. 24 Sept 2017) 

• Requirements re consultation (other LAs and partners, 

landowners, general public), availability of information, publicising 

• Maps should only show facilities meeting design standards, or fall 

not far short – an accompanying statement must explain inclusion 

of the latter 

• Review ‘Integrated map’ within 3 years, updating ‘Existing 

networks’ map at same time 

• Maps to be approved by Ministers (or revised if not approved – 

Ministers must give reasons) 



• Voluntary steering group: Civil 

servants, Local govt reps, 

Sustrans, Living Streets, CTC, 

consultants, disability groups 

• Agreed scope, shared with 

Assembly Members 

• Sub-set of group did drafting 

• Lead consultant Arup + PJA, 

Sustrans, CTC, LTP, Living 

Streets, Access Consultant 

• Collaborate with TfL, TfGM on 

details 

• Now in final edits post-

consultation 



Design guidance 

• Based on 5 Dutch criteria: coherent, direct, safe, comfortable, 

attractive 

• Strong emphasis on network planning, including network density 

• Balance of standard-setting while allowing innovation 

• Variety of solutions to limit traffic flows/speeds (20mph, traffic 

calming, “filtered permeability” etc), to provide protected space 

(full kerbs, ‘light segregation’, priority at junctions, crossings etc) 

and to create traffic-free routes. 

• Includes guidance on cycle parking & storage. 

• Also non-statutory guidance on cycle-PT integration, 

construction & maintenance, monitoring & evaluation 

• Emphasis on inclusive design, for all ages & abilities 



Balancing standards and 

innovation 

Next slides show examples of “design elements” from Appendix A….  











Cycle route audit tool 

• Based on Cycling Level of Assessment (CLoS) tool from 

(draft) London Cycling Design Standards (LCDS2) 

• Max score 50, must achieve 35 to be on the maps 



Role of campaigners (1) 

• Get on the council’s lists / forums etc 

• Find allies: supportive Cllrs/officers, ped / road 

safety / env’t / civic amenity groups, businesses 

• Existing routes map 

– Is everything there? 

– Is everything shown up to standard? 



Role of campaigners (2) 

Integrated maps 

• Identify key barriers 

and solutions 

• Do your own cycle 

route assessments(?) 

• Be prepared to 

challenge blatant 

disregard of guidance 

• Build support for a network of desire lines 

• N.B. Networks from smaller towns may be more spider-

shaped – links to surrounding settlements 
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