Ian Davies 30-July-2017

CTC Swansea

County Clare & The Burren Tour July 2017
Ireland is a great country for cycle touring; it has rugged and varied landscape, much like Wales but with
better beer, much better beer! I have toured Ireland on nine occasions previously and thought another visit
was long overdue. The decision I had to make was – do I attempt a new tour or repeat a previous tour?
The tour dates available compared to my availability ruled out a few so I selected a tour I had last done in
1997. County Clare and the Burren was a seven day circular tour starting and ending in Ennis. I enjoyed
the previous tour very much so it was an easy choice, I looked at the info and pictures I had from 20 years
ago and to my surprise and part horror, I am still wearing some of the same cycle jerseys!
I did the tour 20 years ago on the first bike I had ever purchased new, it was a Diamond Back Mountain
Bike at the start of its life but I had converted it to a touring bike, It cost £420, I did some great tours on
that bike and would you believe – I still have it? It still goes like a Swiss Watch!
The Programme and Schedule:
Day 1. Sat 22-Jul-2017
It was an overnight Ferry from Fishguard to Rosslaire, arriving in Ireland early morning meant I had all
day to drive diagonally up and across to Ennis to meet the tour group early evening. I had recently
changed mobile phone network providers and to my horror I discovered I had no service in Ireland, I met
a kindly soul at a breakfast stop who loaned me their phone to call my provider and set up the service,
first obstacle overcome!
I arrived in Ennis mid-afternoon and found the Guesthouse easily, well actually Garmin did, I just
listened! I had arranged to stay at the same place on the last night so I could park my car there. The
touring group met at a local pub in the evening and the first pint of Guinness was consumed quickly as
was the next and the next.
Day 2. Sunday 23-July-2017
The destination was Spanish Point named after those Spanish Ships from the Armada which sank there in
1588. We cycled westerly to the coast along quiet country roads and rolling hills between lush green
fields and stayed in a hotel overlooking the Atlantic Ocean. None of that camping or hostel nonsense for
me, credit card touring is the way to go for this country boy!
Spanish Point is a couple of miles from Melton Malbay,
this was also the birthplace of the sixth President of
Ireland and home to one of the oldest Golf Courses in
Ireland.
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Day 3. Monday 24-July-2017 Spanish Point to Doolin
The morning ride took us inland again and we continued on quite roads toward our coffee stop at
Ennistymon, the weather was still being very kind to us. Re-fuelled with caffeine, we set off back toward
the coast to our lunch stop at the busy seaside resort of Lahinch. Now we were getting very rural, this
was the last ATM machine we would see until we got back to Ennis!
After lunch it was back inland and upward, an undulating route across country to avoid the busy coastal
road, our next stop was the Cliffs of Moher with spectacular views and lots and lots of tourists and
coaches. It was the correct choice to avoid the busy main coastal roads.
It was a long slow climb back up to the road we needed followed by a long decent until we turned off
onto another small road called The Burren Way. It was another magnificent coastal road which descended
all the way into Doolin. We were riding on The Wild Atlantic Way!
At a coffee stop in Ennistymon I found and old
gent with a bike older than my 1997 Dawes would
you believe?

Our lunch stop at the Seaside town of Lahinch.

Ennistymon.

The Cliffs of Moher

Page 2 of 7

Ian Davies 30-July-2017

CTC Swansea
The Descent into Doolin from
high above was a magnificent
freewheel for what seemed
like miles in glorious
sunshine. I remembered this
ride from 20 years ago and
hoped the sun would be
shining for me again.

There are Ferries running
from the harbour at Doolin to
the Aran Islands. A very
popular tourist fishing village
and often referred to as the
capital of Irish traditional Irish
music.

After all the cycling and sightseeing for the day it
was time to relax and enjoy one of the best things
about being here. I just got off the bike and was
about to order the first pint when I saw someone I
thought I knew, no couldn’t be, could it? A couple
who live about 50 meters away from me, a fellow
cyclist too! I called out to him in true Welsh
fashion, oi! What the hell are you doing here, they
looked at me with total amazement, they were there
for a wedding and ceratainly didn’t expect to see
me. Small and scarey world I thought!
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Day 4. Tuesday 25-July-2017. Doolin to Ballyvaughan
The morning cycle started with a long uphill from the coast at Doolin to see the first hints of the
limestone landscape of the Burren, we headed inland to visit the monastic site and also home of the
Burren Heritage Centre at Kilfenora, we stopped for a coffee there. We then set off for the lunch stop at
the matchmaking town of Lisdoonfarna.

After lunch we headed back toward the coast, it was a beautiful run where the road hugs the coastline
with Galway Bay and the Aran Islands on the left side and the limestone cliffs of the Burren on the right.
It was a magnificent coastline ride for several miles until we reached Ballyvaughan. I remembered this
ride from twenty years ago and stopping at a pub just outside the village for a couple of pints of the black
stuff, I wondered and hoped if it was still there, it was and yes of course I did.
Up on The Burren
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The Reward. Just to watch the sun go down on
Galway bay.

Day 5. Wednesday 26-July-2017
We were staying in Ballyvaughan for two nights in Hylands Burren Hotel, so today would be a circular
ride. However the weather was forecast was for change and change it did. Gone was the sunshine and
light breeze and in came gales and rain, today would have been a good day to take a rest but there wasn’t
much to do in Ballyvaughan believe it or not so up and onto the Burren we went in search of adventure,
what we found was wind and rain. We did a circular ride to Carran for an early lunch but headed back for
an early Guinness, or two!
Up on the Burren again

Then the weather changed.
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A Bicycle Maintenance Station Ballyvaughan.

How long would this last in Swansea?

Day 6. Thursday 27-July-2017. Ballyvaughan to Kinvara.
We had to climb up and over the Burren again and by now the rain and wind were with us for sure, it
would have been a very pleasant ride but in those conditions it was very much head down and keep going.
I didn’t take any decent pictures on this day. We arrived at our lunch stop by coffee time and our
destination by lunch time, we had a long lunch and a mooch about until we could check in to the B&B.
Not much else to say about today!
Another road over the Burren on the way to Kinvara.
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Day 7. Friday 28-July-2017. Kinvara to Ennis.
The route took us up again and back inland, today there was not a suitable coffee stop, horror! Near a
small village called Kilnaboy we passed the house where Father Ted was filmed.
Onward to our lunch stop at a village called Corrafin.
After lunch we visited a 15th Century Norman Tower “Dysert O Dea Norman Tower House” and hid from
the rain for a short while. Rain stopped and off we went with haste on the last leg of the tour to Ennis,
then it was just a case of getting washed and ready for the last night on the town before we headed off
homeward in the morning.
Dysert O Dea Norman Tower House

Last pic of the tour just to prove I was there. The
rain held off for the rest of the afternoon and
evening.

Saturday 29-July-2017. Homeward Bound.
The Sailing home from Rosslaire was early evening on so I had all day to make my way diagonally down
and back across.
Another really great tour in Ireland, the big decision now is which one do I do next?
Keep smiling,
Ian.
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