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The Devon C2C, Ilfracombe to Plymouth ride. 

 Swansea and West Wales CTC Member Group June 2017 
 

 

The C2C (Coast to Coast ride) Ilfracombe to Plymouth had been on my agenda for some time, the 

difficulty however, was the problem of getting back to the start without having to cycle both ways. Using 

the rail option these days is a no go, without going into detail - it just cannot be relied upon to work if a 

number of cyclists are involved.  To cut a long story short – the solution was found using a Devon cycle 

tour Company who could transport all riders and bikes back to the start point with a mini-bus and trailer. 

 

Major problem solved – now we were ready to get going. Ah! Another problem! No suitable/secure place 

to park vehicles at Ilfracombe. Ah but! Another solution – a former member of Swansea CTC now living 

in Barnstaple (Dale Hall) was joining us and had sufficient parking space at his home for our vehicles so a 

small amendment to the schedule and off we went: 

 

The Programme and Schedule: 

 

Day 1. 

We were eleven riders on this tour, high on adrenalin and coffee. On Tuesday 27-June-2017 early 

afternoon, we arrived at Dale’s home at Barnstaple.  We gratefully and greedily accepted his hospitality, 

(hic!) In the late afternoon we started the tour, Barnstaple to Ilfracombe and back to Barnstaple. We had a 

good soaking on the way back – not in the plan! We did not dress for that! The week before we had a 

scorching week of soaring temperatures and Florida sunshine, now it was pay-back time!  

 

Ilfracombe’s attractive harbour is a suitable maritime location to start the tour, if you could get there but 

we couldn’t for the start but went there anyway en-route, we took some pictures and had a beer and snack. 

We detoured on quite lanes for five miles or so on the way back to Barnstaple until the railway path 

resumed at Braunton for an easy five mile ride to Barnstaple. 

 

Verity flies the flag. 
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Who would have thought to find one of these? 

 
 

After another evening of Dale and Rachel’s very generous hospitality, we departed to our accommodation 

in a Travel Lodge at Rounswell Services in Barnstaple.  

 

Day 2. 

On a wet Wednesday 28-June morning we drove back to Dale’s home and parked the vehicles and started 

the tour. The plan was to cycle from Barnstaple to Okehampton and to everyone’s amazement – that was 

what we did!   

 

We followed the Tarka Trail on NCR27, one of Britain’s best loved railway paths, completely level for 

miles on end, we followed and cruised along the Taw estuary all the way to Bideford and stopped at the 

railway station café. We took more of an inland route from here but the gradient was still gentle and the 

path criss-crossed the River Torridge on restored viaducts. The central section of the Devon C2C mostly 

followed quiet country lanes, being Devon, this meant hills; but also unspoilt villages. The route left the 

old railway just before Petrockstow dumping us on the busy A386, Dale however, found a way around 

this which meant some ups and downs and I confess at this point I was not fully aware of where we were, 

where we were going or where we had been but then – we arrived in Okehampton, soaked to the skin. By 

this time it was raining Welsh fashion, proper rain it was – just like Swansea!  

 

A couple of our independent souls had pre booked a B&B instead of the Travel Lodge at Sourton Cross 

which was a few miles out of Oekhampton but sited just off the cycle route. The B&B, however was a 

few miles in the opposite direction and at the top of a monster hill, just what they needed!  We arrived at 

the Travel Lodge absolutely drenched and filthy, we asked if there was somewhere to store our bikes and 

were surprised to be told there wasn’t. However, the lady receptionist, originally from Cwmbran, said she 

would make some reservation amendments to ensure we were all on the ground floor and then we could 

take our soaking wet and filthy dirty bikes into the rooms with us, how was that for service?  After a hot 

shower and change we arranged a taxi to take us into Okehampton for the obligatory curry etc. Due to 

water ingress my rear light went into full flashing mode at 02.30 in the morning, I of course thought it 

was a Fire Alarm and went into full panic alert searching for my specs, I learned at this time I did not 

have a weak heart. 
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Day 3. 

On Thursday 29-June, the plan was to cycle from Okehampton to Plymouth to meet the transport back to 

the Barnstaple. We again picked up the old railway path NCR27 along the Granite Way and across the 

magnificent Meldon Viaduct, a feat of engineering with wonderful views from the top. Such a pity the 

weather was so miserable at this point. On the outskirts of Tavistock we crossed another magnificent 

structure – The Wallabrook Viaduct. We had lunch in Tavistock and rain stopped for a while and we were 

able to eat outside. We picked up NCR27 again,  now called Drake’s Trail,  which would take us all the 

way to Plymouth Hooe where we were hoping to meet our transport back. What a path it was, including 

tunnels and viaducts – and of the latter, the most striking was the Gem Bridge. Opened in 2013 this new 

£2M viaduct for cyclists and walkers replaced a demolished railway structure. There were some steep 

climbs up to the summit at Yelverton. Further along we stopped at a viewpoint to look for nesting 

Peregrine Falcons on the cliffs above the route.  

 

We arrived at Plymouth all in one piece and on schedule but found a part of the route blocked off for 

some reason, there were no visible diversion signs for cyclists so some Google map research was required 

to get us around the blockage. We arrived at the Hooe with half an hour to spare, no sign of the transport 

yet but after a short while he arrived intact.  We proceeded to load up the bikes on the trailer just as the 

rain started again but so what? We arrived back at Barnstaple in daylight and loaded up the cars ready for 

the last leg of journey home.  
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Time to say goodbye to Sir Francis Drake and 

make our way home. 
 

 

 

It was a really great ride, we all agreed to do it again – but in the sunshine!  

The total distance of the route we took was 115 miles 

 

Ian.  

 


