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Council motion: Making cycling feel safer for women

This Council recognises that women's safety is a fundamental right and that no woman or girl in [add location] should feel unsafe in public spaces or when walking, cycling or on public transport.

This Council aims to reduce road danger and increase the safety of public spaces so people can be safe and feel safe when walking and cycling and can enjoy the communities where they live. 

This Council recognises that women make half as many trips by bike as men and are more likely to be put off cycling by fears of busy traffic or harassment. Furthermore, 9 in 10 women are afraid of cycling in towns and cities.

This Council notes that recent YouGov national polling showed that 82% of people supported their council setting out how it intends to make walking, cycling and public transport safer for women, with only 6% opposing this.

This Council recognises Cycling UK’s ‘My ride. Our right’ campaign and the associated Glow Rides, which were a colourful celebration of cycling that highlighted the need for safer streets and better cycle routes, especially for women riding after dark. This Council recognises the Glow Ride event in [add location] on [add date] which was attended by an estimated [add estimate of numbers] people on pedal cycles and included speeches calling for more safe space for women to cycle.

This Council believes that addressing women’s safety when cycling must be a priority and that urgent action is needed to ensure confidence in public spaces. It is unacceptable that women are being forced to modify their behaviour - changing routes, avoiding certain areas, or feeling unable to cycle - because of unsafe roads or inadequate public safety measures.

Council therefore resolves to:

· Produce a plan setting out how it intends to make walking, cycling and public transport safer for women, or ensure that this is clearly incorporated into existing transport plans to guide future decision making.
· Put commitments in place with the aim of closing the gender gap in cycling in the Council area. 
· Invest in safe cycling infrastructure which separates and protects people cycling from those driving motor vehicles, and listen to women’s voices around the planning and design of routes, to make sure they work for them.
· Fund community-based projects which enable people to cycle and give them confidence to cycle and use cycle routes, especially those providing support to projects for women. 
· Do everything in its power to increase the personal safety of women and girls and end the harassment they experience in public. 
· Working with transport operators, Police [use name of local police force], community organisations and relevant partners to improve actual and perceived safety across the road and public transport network.
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