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Key message 
 

The justice system needs to take a tougher 
approach to bad driving in order to raise driving 

standards and make our roads safer for all 

#roadjustice 



Campaign objectives  
 
1. Policing - To ensure the police 

conduct high quality investigations 
of all road traffic collisions 
involving injury and death 
 
 

2. Charging and Prosecution - To 
ensure the police and prosecution 
services make appropriate charging 
and prosecution decisions 
 
 

3. Sentencing - To ensure sentences 
reflect the severity of an offence, 
discourage bad driving and protect 
the public 



Roads policing 
• Road casualties increased from 2013 to 2014 (cyclist KSIs up 8%) 

 
• Roads police are under-resourced and over-stretched – 29% drop in roads 

police numbers over 10 years 
 

• Non-specialist police are picking up the slack (see HMIC and HMCPSI joint 
inspectorate report) 
 

• Police are under-reporting incidents and under-charging drivers (or sending 
drivers on training courses) 
 

  
 



Charging and Prosecution  
 

Greater drop in prosecutions/convictions than in road casualties:  
 
Between 1986 and 2006 there was a 77% drop in prosecutions and 
convictions for careless, dangerous and death by dangerous 
offences, but only 58% drop in road casualties. 
 
Drop in prosecutions and convictions due to: 
 
a) Offences being charged differently (careless instead of 

dangerous) 
 

b) Offences not being charged (the thick end of the wedge) 
 
 



Charging and Prosecution  
 



Charging and Prosecution  
 



Sentencing  
 

Drivers are being treated leniently at the point of sentencing: 
 
• Weak charging leads to weak sentencing 

 
• Large variation in maximum sentences for very similar offences 

 
• Sentences rarely come close to maximum permitted  

 
• Driving bans are not prioritised in sentencing guidelines 

o Bans rarely exceed three years for causing death offences 
o 65% of bans given for careless driving and driving whilst 

disqualified last less than a year 
o Only 3% of sentences for careless driving convictions include 

a driving ban 
o Only 1.7% of all driving bans imposed in 2012 were for life  

 
 



Sentencing  
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Road casualties down 21% 

Disqualifications down 47% 



What the campaign is doing nationally 

- Raising public and political awareness of injustice 
 

- Recording cases of bad driving  
 
- Working with other organisations to put pressure on Government and public bodies 
to tackle road crime 
 
- Working with the police to improve roads policing 
 
- Fighting cases of injustice with the Cyclists’ Defence Fund  
 
Impact: 
• Government review of driving offences and penalties  

 
• Magistrates sentencing guidelines to be reviewed by 2017 
 
• Sentencing Council to review sentencing guidelines by 2020 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Campaigner’s Role 

• To raise awareness of the campaign locally 
 

• To engage with and influence the police  
 

• To track and attend court cases 


